INTRODUCTION
Thoracic cage is formed by 12 pair of ribs and sternum, provides support and protection to various viscera in thoracic cavity. Ribs are derived from ventral extension of the sclerotomic mesenchyme that forms the vertebral arches. In thoracic region, the entire extension (called the primitive costal arch) undergoes chondrification, and subsequent ossification, to form the ribs. Common anomalies of ribs include missing/absent rib, Accessory ribs (cervical or lumbar). respiratory difficulty or neurological complaints or any chest deformity. 4 Patient may present with chest pain, dyspnoea or hemoptysis. It can be seen in Gorlin-Goltz syndrome 5 a rare autosomal dominant disorder characterize by multiple nevoid basal cell carcinoma, jaw cyst and bifid ribs.
CASE REPORT
In a study of forty thousand chest x-rays by etter et al. 3 showed that bifid ribs are more common in males and usually unilateral, more common on right side and mostly involving 3 rd and 4 th rib.
Knowledge of bifid ribs is necessary for differentiating it from other conditions like fracture or tumours of chest wall. Ribs and intercostal spaces are important for surface marking for clinical examination and surgical procedures.
CONCLUSION
Knowledge of this anatomical variation is of utmost important to surgeons performing thoracic surgeries.
